
 

 

 

 

Downtown 

Connections: 
 

Houston, Texas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2012 ULI/Hines Competition   2 

 

 

Hines is a privately owned, international real estate firm that has provided the highest level of 
quality, service, and value to its clients and investors for more than 50 years. 
  
With a presence in more than 100 cities around the globe and investor relationships with many of 
the world's largest financial institutions, Hines has the breadth of experience, the network of 
expertise, and the financial strength to assume complex and challenging investment, development, 
and management projects. The company has offices in 18 countries, with regional offices in Atlanta, 
Chicago, Houston (U.S. headquarters), London (European headquarters), New York, and San 
Francisco, as well as 58 other U.S. cities. The Hines portfolio of projects underway, completed, 
acquired, and managed for third parties consists of more than 1,145 properties including 
skyscrapers, corporate headquarters, mixed-use centers, industrial parks, medical facilities, and 
master-planned resort and residential communities. Currently, the firm controls assets valued at 
approximately $23.4 billion. 
   
Since its inception in 1957, Hines has created projects of the highest quality, aesthetic relevance 
and enduring value for its investor partners, clients, and local communities. Working with such 
notable architects as Cesar Pelli, Frank Gehry, I.M. Pei, and Philip Johnson, Hines has redefined the 
way developers interact with and treat architecture, promoting a balance between function, beauty, 
and sustainability and reshaping skylines around the world. 
 
 

 
 
ULI, the Urban Land Institute, is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit research and education organization 

supported by its members.  

 

Founded in 1936, the Institute now has members in 95 countries worldwide, representing the 

entire spectrum of land use and real estate development disciplines working in private enterprise 

and public service.  

 

As the preeminent, multidisciplinary real estate forum, ULI facilitates an open exchange of ideas, 

information, and experience among local, national, and international industry leaders and policy 

makers dedicated to creating better places.  

 

Members say ULI provides information they can trust and is a place where leaders come to grow 

professionally and personally through sharing, mentoring, and problem solving. With pride, ULI 

members commit to the best in land use policy and practice. 
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About the Competition 
 

Introduction and Mission 

 

The ULI/Gerald D. Hines Student Urban Design Competition, now in its tenth year, offers graduate-

level students the opportunity to form their own multidisciplinary teams and engage in a 

challenging exercise in responsible land use. Teams of five students, comprising at least three 

disciplines, have two weeks to devise a comprehensive design and development program for a real, 

large-scale site full of challenges and opportunities. Submissions will consist of boards that include 

drawings, site plans, tables, and market-feasible financial data. Please visit the competition archives 

to view previous submissions and view the documentary video to learn more about the competition 

ÆÏÒÍÁÔȢ 5,) ×ÉÌÌ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÎ January 17, 2012, which is the day the 

competition officially gets underway. 

 

In 2012, the cÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÔÅÎÔÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ 5,)ȭÓ χυÔÈ anniversary year, we are going to Houston to 

ÈÏÎÏÒ ÂÏÔÈ 5,)ȭÓ ÐÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ cÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ (ÏÕÓÔÏÎ ÒÅÇÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ important 

historically to ULI and its membership.  It is also home to Hines U.S. headquarters. 

 

The ULI/Gerald D. Hines Student Urban Design Competition is part of ULIȭÓ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ 

interest among young people in creating better communities, improving development patterns, and 

increasing awareness of the need for multidisciplinary solutions to development and design 

challenges. This competition is an ideas competition; there is no expectation that any of the 

submitted schemes will be applied to the site. The winning team will receive $50,000 and the 

finalist teams $10,000 each. 

 

The Jury 

 

Reflecting the multidisciplinary nature of the competition, ULI selects eight to ten jurors from 

diverse backgrounds to evaluate the team submissions and choose four finalists and one winner 

from among the finalists. Past juries have included a strategic mix of land use experts such as 

developers, brokers, architects, urban designers, landscape architects, urban planners, and policy 

officials, among others.  However, there is no official prescription for the composition of the jury. 

 

In agreeing to serve as members of the competition jury, the jurors attest they have reviewed the 

competition program and agree to be bound by the rules, regulations, and guidelines as stated. 

Jurors typically serve in this capacity no more than twice. While ULI strives to select and publicize 

the jury roster as soon as possible, there is no guarantee that ULI will disclose the jury composition 

before the end of the competition period. Please visit the competition web site for information 

about each juror. 
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Eligibility 

 

ULI invites the participation of teams from accredited educational institutions in the United States 

and Canada. Teams must be made up of graduate students pursuing a graduate degree while fully 

enrolled for the entire period of the academic period during which the competition is conducted. 

New to the 2011 competition, ULI began allowing some part-time students and fifth-year Bachelor 

of Architecture students to participate provided they meet specific eligibility criteria as outlined on 

the competition web site. Members of the jury; the competition advisers; all officials, current 

employees, and recent former employees of ULI; the employees, students, and immediate families 

of any of the aforementioned parties; and those who ULI deems to present conflicts of interest are 

ineligible to compete. All students from the finalist teams in the 2010 and 2011 competitions are 

also ineligible. 

 

ULI reserves the right to disqualify teams or to limit the number allowed to participate in the 

competition. Teams were notified by e-mail by Monday, December 11, 2011, as to their 

participation status. 
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The Competition Problem 
 

Background 

 

(ÏÕÓÔÏÎ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

youngest, fastest-growing, and most 

diverse metropolitan areas.  The 10-

county Greater Houston Area is 

projected to add another 2.66 million 

people by 2030 to its current 

population of 5,946,800. The City of 

Houston was founded in 1836 on the 

banks of the Buffalo Bayou, a river 

ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÁÄÊÁÃÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

competition site, by two real estate 

developers who acquired a large tract 

of riverfront land.  The city was 

named after Sam Houston, who was 

elected President of Texas that same 

year. 

 

The region is home to 29 Fortune 500 

companies, with a gross area product of $403.8 billionȢ 4ÈÅ 4ÅØÁÓ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒȟ (ÏÕÓÔÏÎȭÓ 

regional cluster of anchor institutions which totals more than 21 million square feet of facilities 

over 49 institutions, has a larger land area than downtown Dallas. The City of Houston spans 624 

square milesɂin fact, New York, Washington, Boston, San Francisco, Seattle, Minneapolis, and 

Miami combined fit within city limits.  The Port of Houston is the 15th largest in the world, first in 

foreign tonnage in the United States, and there are 92 official offices of foreign governmentsɂ

consulates or trade offices, located within the metropolitan area.   

 

The renewal of downtown Houston began in the mid-1990s. After experiencing a period of decline 

similar to other American cities during the 60s, 70s, and 80s, Houston has since enjoyed almost $4 

billion of investment in buildings, parks, and infrastructure have been completed. Recently 

completed developments include One Park Place, a 346-unit high rise apartment building 

overlooking Discovery Green, a three-year-old 12-acre park; and Houston Pavilions, a $170 million 

mixed-use entertainment, retail, and office complex. Projects under construction include BG Group 

Place, a 46-story, one million square-foot office tower by Hines; Hess Tower, a 29-story, 844,763 

square-foot office tower by Trammell Crow; the new Houston Ballet building; and a new YMCA.  
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The downtown area is divided into 10 districts, as seen in the district map included in this briefing 

material. The districts are important not only for branding purposes, but also to set up a framework 

for how to think about development in the different sectors.   

 

 

 

Downtown District Map 
 






































